
Qur’an 56:47–81 – First Creation as Proof of
Afterlife

Abstract

Qur’an 56:47–81 presents a profound  scientific,  philosophical,  and  theological argument for life after
death, using the  first creation as evidence for resurrection. The passage opens with skeptics’ disbelief in
being raised from dust and bones, then God’s response points to tangible signs: human origin from a mere
drop, the growth of crops from seeds, life-giving water from the sky, and fire from green wood. Classical
Quranic commentators like al-Ṭabarī, Ibn Kathīr, and Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī highlight that the Creator who
originated life from nothing can surely recreate it . Philosophically, these verses dismantle the
notion that resurrection is impossible, emphasizing that God’s perfect knowledge and power bridge any gap
in reassembling our identities . Scientifically, they invite reflection on observable phenomena – human
embryonic development,  the water cycle reviving dead land, energy hidden in wood – as analogies for
reviving the dead .  The section culminates in  a  solemn oath on the truth of  the Qur’an,  urging
reflection: if God gave us life in the first place, He can surely give life again . In what follows, we will
examine these verses in detail, present classical and modern insights, and address criticisms – ultimately
showing how Qur’an 56:47–81 weaves science, reason, and faith into a unified case for the afterlife. 

Skeptics’ Objection and Divine Response (56:47–56)

In  this  passage,  the  Qur’an  first  portrays  the  skeptical  challenge posed  by  disbelievers  regarding
resurrection. The deniers mockingly ask: “What! When we are dead and have become dust and bones,
shall we indeed be raised again, and our forefathers of old?” . This question (echoed in many Quranic
verses  like  17:49,  23:82–83,  36:78,  37:16–17 )  captures  their  incredulity  at  the  notion  of  bodily
resurrection. They regard it as far-fetched, even calling it “utterly opposed to reason” and insisting “there is
no life other than our present life… we shall not be raised again” . 

In verses 49–50, the Qur’an responds emphatically that all generations, first and last, will be gathered
on a destined Day. No one – neither the skeptics nor their “fathers of old” – falls outside of God’s power to
resurrect . Classical commentators note that the Arabic phrasing here (  lamajmū‘ūna ilā mīqāti yawmin
ma‘lūm,  “will  surely  be  gathered  to  the  appointed  time  of  a  known  Day”)  is  a  direct  rebuttal  to  the
disbelievers’ doubt: God’s decree of an appointed Judgment is unequivocal. 

The passage then briefly  describes  the  fate of  those who denied the truth (verses  51–56).  They are
warned of  Hellish  recompense:  eating  from the  bitter  tree  of  zaqqūm,  filling  their  bellies  with  it,  and
drinking scalding water like a thirsty camel – a graphic depiction of spiritual ruin . This dire outcome
is presented as “their entertainment on the Day of Judgment” , a bitter irony for those who lived in
luxury  and  persistently  committed  grave  sins  while  dismissing  the  Hereafter .  By  juxtaposing  the
skeptics’ worldly arrogance with their otherworldly doom, the Qur’an sets the stage for why their denial is so
misguided – namely, because the same God who created life initially can recreate it in the afterlife. 
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The First Creation as Proof of Resurrection (56:57–62)

Having quoted the disbelievers, the Qur’an shifts to rational evidence for resurrection, rooted in God’s role
as Creator. Verse 57 declares: “It is We who have created you, so why do you not acknowledge the truth?” .
In one concise question, the Qur’an reminds humans of an undeniable fact: we owe our very existence to
God’s creative act. If God brought us into being from non-existence, denying His ability to bring us back
after death is illogical. Classical exegesis emphasizes this point. Ibn Kathīr paraphrases: “You have seen how
We created you the first time from a drop of despised fluid; so why do you doubt that We can bring you back
again?” . In other words, the very fact of our origin – the “first creation” – is presented as proof of
the second . This Quranic reasoning reflects an a fortiori  logic: if the Almighty could perform the
greater feat of creating life from nothing, then certainly the lesser task of re-creating life from the remnants
of death is within His power . The Qur’an elsewhere makes this explicit: “So were We incapable of
the first creation? No indeed! Yet they doubt a second creation.” (50:15) . 

Verses 58–59 invite us to reflect on our humble biological beginnings: “Have you considered the sperm-drop
which  you  emit?  Is  it  you  who  create  it,  or  are  We  the  Creator?” .  Every  human’s  life  starts  from  a
microscopic  droplet.  Classical  scholars  like  Imām   al-Rāzī  marvel  at  how  something  “despised” and
insignificant is fashioned into a complex, sentient human being by God’s will . Modern science confirms
this astounding process: a single fertilized cell  carries the genetic code that unfolds into a fully formed
person . Seventh-century Arabs could only observe that semen leads to a child; today we know about
genes and embryonic development – yet the essential mystery remains: how inert matter is animated into
life. The Qur’an’s pointed question – did  you create your progeny from that drop, or was it  Our doing? –
directs us to acknowledge the creative agency of God in human origin. It is a subtle challenge to atheistic
materialism: even at the very start of life, an intelligent power is at work beyond human control. 

Verse 60 continues:  “We have decreed death among you, and We are not to be outdone…” . Mortality is a
universal law set by God – every soul will taste death. Yet, death is not an escape from God’s reach: “We are not
unable (to do) …” – the verse breaks off, completed by verse 61: “…in replacing you with others like yourselves,
and re-creating you in forms you do not know.” . Here, the Qur’an asserts two profound ideas about
God’s power: He can replace one generation with another (as history shows He does), and He can bring
humans back in a new form unknown to us. Early commentators were intrigued by the phrase “in a form
you do not  know.” Some, like Mujāhid (a 7th-century Quran scholar),  understood it  to mean  God could
resurrect people in an entirely different state in the Hereafter – a form and conditions unlike life as we
know  it .  Others  took  it  more  generally:  God  can  create  us  in  any  form  He  wills .  Either
interpretation underscores God’s creative freedom and sovereignty: no limitation binds Him from producing
new  modes  of  existence.  Indeed,  the  afterlife  may  involve  modes  of  life  currently  beyond  human
comprehension – yet perfectly within God’s capability. Modern cosmology and astrobiology, in pondering
life in radically different environments or dimensions, make it easier for us to envision that life need not take
its earthly form to be real. The Qur’an told the skeptics of Makkah the same truth 14 centuries ago. 

Verse 62 drives the core point home: “You have certainly known the first creation, so why do you not take
heed?” . Existence itself is evidence:  we “know” the reality of the first creation – we observe life all
around us and our own souls testify that we were brought into being. Is it not irrational, then, to doubt
God’s ability to do it again? As one commentary puts it, the verse is  “pointing out that existence itself,
and each cycle of life, is evidence of God’s ability” to resurrect . Al-Qurṭubī notes that human beings
know God  created  them,  whether  they  admit  it  or  not  –  for  nothing  else  explains  our  origin .  By
appealing to this innate and experiential knowledge (“you have already known the first genesis”), the Qur’an
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portrays belief in resurrection not as a blind leap, but as a natural extension of reason and lived reality
.  As  Fakhr   al-Dīn   al-Rāzī  observed,  originating  life  from  non-life  is  the  far  more  astonishing  feat;

granting life a second time is comparatively easier . Classical scholars often articulated this as the
“greater includes the lesser” argument: He who could create us when we were nothing (the greater feat)
can surely re-create us from dust (the lesser feat) . The Qur’an invites us to reflect with open minds:
the  laws of nature we rely on were themselves established by the Creator – reassembling decayed
bodies is only impossible if one denies God, but not if God wills it . 

From a philosophical angle, these verses also counter a subtler objection: How can it really be “me” who is
raised, after my body has disintegrated and its atoms scattered? The Qur’an’s answer lies in God’s knowledge
and decree. In 56:60 it said “We have decreed death for all of you…” – implying that the same decree that
ends our present life can ordain our future revival. God never loses track of His creation. Commentators
al-Ṭabarī and Ibn Kathīr note that God has  “full  knowledge of every detail” of every person –  “every bone,
fragment  and  particle,  wherever  it  has  gone” .  Nothing  of  you is  beyond  His  reach  or  record.  Thus,
resurrection is not a matter of guessing one’s past form; it is an exact restoration of each person, down to
the fingerprints, by the All-Knowing God . Classical theologians like al-Ghazālī argued similarly: the
continuity  of  the  self  is  safeguarded  by  the  soul and  God’s  preservation  of  all  information,  so  the
resurrected person is the same individual, not a copy . In modern terms, one might say no data is lost
in God’s universe – the identity blueprint of each human remains with God. The Qur’an even hints at this
level of detail in Surah 75:3–4:  “Does man think We will not assemble his bones? Yes indeed – We are able to
perfectly restore even his fingertips.” The mention of fingertips, which we now know carry unique prints for
each individual, powerfully illustrates that no aspect of our personal identity is beyond God’s power to
resurrect . 

Analogies from Nature: Seeds, Water, and Fire (56:63–74)

Having established the logical  argument from first  creation,  the Qur’an in  verses 63–74 provides  vivid
analogies  from  the  natural  world to  further  illustrate  God’s  creative  power.  These  examples  were
immediately relevant to the daily experiences of the listeners, yet they carry enduring scientific and spiritual
insights.

The Sowing of Seeds (56:63–67): “Have you considered what you sow? Is it you who cause it to grow, or
are We the Grower?” . Here, the simple act of agriculture becomes a lesson in theology. A farmer
tills the soil  and plants seeds, but  no human can make a seed sprout or guarantee a harvest.
Germination and growth are orchestrated by forces outside our command – the fertility of soil, the
right temperature, the genetic programming inside the seed – all ultimately set by God. Verse 65
adds:  “If  We  pleased,  We  could  turn  it  into  chaff  (ruined  debris),  and  you  would  be  left  in
wonderment” , lamenting lost labor. This is a reminder that even after the seed sprouts, countless
factors (drought, blight, storm) could destroy the crop, were it not for a divine mercy that allows
our work to bear fruit. Classical commentators note the humility this should instill: we do our part,
but the vital life-force in farming is from God (often quoting 56:64 “Rather, it is Allah who causes it to
grow”). The imagery of a failed harvest also alludes to resurrection: God can reduce living plants to
dead straw in an instant, and conversely, He can revive dead earth to lush gardens . Indeed,
the Qur’an frequently uses rain reviving barren land as a metaphor for how  God will revive the
dead on Judgment Day . As Surah 30:50 says: “Look at the effects of God’s mercy: how He gives life to
the earth after its death.  Indeed, the same God will raise the dead, for He is Powerful over all things.”
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Agriculture thus teaches the cycle of life, death, and rebirth that pervades nature – a cycle that will
culminate in our own resurrection. 

The Water Cycle and Life (56:68–70): “Have you considered the water you drink? Is it you who send it
down from the  cloud,  or  do  We?” .  Water  is  the  essence  of  life  –  and  the  Qur’an  here  draws
attention to the heavenly origin of rain. No matter how advanced civilization becomes, humans do
not  produce water;  we  rely  on  Earth’s  water  cycle  of  evaporation  and  rainfall.  By  asking  who
realmente “brings down” rain, the Qur’an implies that behind the natural cycles is God’s providence.
If He withheld the rain or made it permanently bitter/salty (as verse 70 suggests), human life would
be doomed . The listeners in Arabia knew the desperation of drought and the miracle of rainfall.
The Qur’an wants them (and us) to see every cup of fresh water as a sign – a sign of the Sustainer’s
ongoing care, without which we could not survive . In modern terms, we understand the physics
of rain, but we also know how delicate the balance of the hydrologic cycle is. Planetary science tells
us that if certain conditions were not met, clouds would not form or rain would not fall. The Qur’an
invites  gratitude  for  this  finely-tuned  system.  Seyyed   Hossein   Nasr,  a  contemporary  scholar,
comments on these verses that  ingratitude for water amounts to ingratitude for all of God’s
blessings – “for the gift of life itself” . The link to resurrection is subtle but profound: the one
who sends life-giving rain from the sky can also send life-giving commands to raise the dead.
Surah 50:9–11, in the same breath as describing rain reviving the land, concludes “Even so shall be the
Resurrection” . Thus water – which can awaken dead soil into greenery – symbolizes how God’s
word “Be!” will awaken those in the graves . 

Fire from Green Trees (56:71–73): “Have you considered the fire you kindle? Is it you who produce the
tree for it,  or are We its producer? We have made it  a reminder and a benefit for travelers” .  This
example refers  to  the practice  of  generating fire by rubbing pieces of  wood (or  tree branches).
Arabian tradition specifically pointed to certain green trees (such as  marakh and  ‘afār) that, when
twirled together, produced sparks to ignite fire. The Qur’an draws attention to the source of this fire:
the  trees  themselves  are  provided  by  God.  Humans  may  strike  the  spark,  but  it  is  God  who
“produced”  the  wood with  its  combustible  properties .  He put  the  latent  energy  in  the  trees
(captured from sunlight by photosynthesis, as we now know) which makes fire possible. Verse 73
calls the fire a “reminder (ṭazkira) and provision” for travelers – a reminder, because seeing fire spring
from green plants should make one reflect on the wondrous transformations in nature . Some
classical commentators explain it as a reminder of God’s beneficence (fire as warmth, light, cooking
fuel) or even a reminder of Hell (a caution that the same element can punish if misused). Either way,
the key point is that something as elemental as fire depends on ingredients God created. We do not
create fuel; we only discover and use it. On a scientific note, it is intriguing that the Qur’an highlights
“green tree” (shajarah khuḍrā’) in connection to fire – an allusion to the fact that living plants (full of
water and sap) paradoxically serve as the origin of fire when dried. Modern readers might catch a
glimpse of the  energy cycle: plant matter (biomass) stores solar energy, which fire then releases.
For the Qur’an, such interdependencies in nature are “reminders” of the Creator behind it all .
And if God can bring forth fire (energy) from lush green trees, He can bring forth life from decayed
remains. Indeed, in Surah 36:80 (a parallel  passage),  right after asserting that God will  resurrect
bones, the Qur’an says: “He who produces for you fire out of the green tree, and behold, you kindle from
it.”  – immediately followed by “Is not He who created the heavens and earth able to create the like of
them (again)?!” Thus,  fire from wood is not a random example; it reinforces the theme that God
brings startling outcomes from unlikely  origins,  just  as  He will  bring the dead from their  dusty
graves . 
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After these examples, verse 74 concludes: “So glorify the name of your Lord, the Magnificent.” . The proper
response  to  realizing  these  truths  is  tasbīḥ –  to  exalt  God’s  perfection  and  power.  Everything  from  a
sprouting seed to a flaming branch is a signpost to the Creator’s agency. In effect, verses 63–74 say: Look
around you – the evidence of God’s creative power is everywhere. The natural world itself testifies that
resurrection is within God’s capabilities,  for the one who continually brings life from earth and sky can
surely bring life after death . Thus, theology, rationality, and science converge: reflecting on nature
with an open heart leads one to the same truth that revelation teaches. 

Divine Oath and the Qur’an’s Testimony (56:75–81)

The final part of this section (verses 75–81) changes tone, featuring a solemn divine oath and emphasizing
the  truth and sacredness of the Qur’anic message.  After appealing to human reasoning and natural
signs, the scripture itself now speaks with God’s authority to dispel any doubt about the afterlife doctrine it
brings.

Verse 75–76: “So no, I swear by the positions of the stars – and indeed it is a mighty oath, if you only knew.”
. God Himself swears an oath, invoking the mawāqi‘ al-nujūm – literally “the placements/fallings of the

stars.” This phrase has fascinated commentators. Many classical scholars understand it as a grand oath by
the stars in the night sky, meant to draw attention to their vastness and order as a sign of God’s power.
Some also link “falling of the stars” to meteorites or the cosmic fate of stars, adding a subtle reminder of
the end of the world when stars will lose their light (as mentioned elsewhere in the Qur’an, e.g. 81:2). In
modern reflection, the “positions of the stars” evokes the unimaginable scale of the cosmos – light from
distant stars traveling eons to reach us. “A mighty oath, if you but knew,” says the Qur’an, implying that
the cosmos itself, in all its grandeur, is witness to the truth that follows . By swearing on the cosmos, the
Qur’an elevates the importance of the message to come: it’s as certain and vast as the heavens themselves. 

Verses 77–78 proclaim: “Verily,  it  is a noble Qur’an, in a well-preserved Book.” .  This is a self-reference
within the Qur’an, asserting its exalted status. The message being conveyed – including the promise of
resurrection – is no human concoction, but part of a “noble” (karīm) and protected revelation. The “well-
preserved Book” (kitāb maknūn) is often interpreted as the heavenly tablet (al-Lawḥ al-Maḥfūẓ) in which
God’s revelations are inscribed. In other words, the Qur’an we have is a manifestation of a divine original,
safeguarded from error or corruption. This assurance of preservation (echoing Qur’an 15:9) bolsters the
argument for the afterlife by affirming that the Qur’an’s promises are trustworthy – coming from God’s
eternal truth, not mortal speculation . 

Verse 79: “None can touch it except the purified.” . On a literal level, many jurists understood this as a
reverent rule:  only those who are ritually  pure (free from major impurities)  should handle the physical
mus’haf  (Qur’an  codex).  However,  in  context  it  likely  has  a  deeper  meaning:  “touch” here  can  mean
comprehend or access its true meaning. Thus, “the purified” are those pure of heart (or the angels, as some
suggest) who alone can fully grasp the Qur’an’s essence . By this view, spiritual purity and sincerity are
required to penetrate the layers of wisdom in the Qur’an . The skeptics mocking the Hereafter are, in
contrast,  clouded by arrogance and cynicism,  which prevent  them from “touching”  the truths  before
them. The verse serves as a subtle invitation: cleanse your attitude, approach with humility, and the Qur’an’s
message – including resurrection – will resonate as noble and true. Modern commentators often extend this
idea, noting that bias and lifestyle can blind a person to certain truths . Just as an addict may deny
the harms of his vice, a person attached to worldly indulgence might irrationally deny accountability in an
afterlife. Thus, moral and intellectual purification opens one’s eyes to the Qur’an’s guidance. 
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Verse 80 then states plainly: “a revelation from the Lord of the worlds.” . This reaffirms that the Qur’an (and
its teachings on afterlife) come from the same Creator and Sustainer of all existence who is capable of
resurrection. It implies that no falsehood or fairy tale is being offered – rather the Owner of the universe is
informing us of reality. 

Finally, verses 81–82 pose a challenge to the deniers: “Is it this discourse that you (plural) take so lightly? And
do you make its  denial  your  means  of  livelihood?” .  The phrasing suggests  scorn towards  those who,
despite all the proofs, still regard the Qur’an’s message as something to be “dismissed” or treated with
laxity. The second part – making denial a “livelihood” (rizq) – has been interpreted to mean speaking against
the Qur’an so constantly it is as if it’s their daily bread, or more figuratively, profiting from opposing the truth
(for instance, leaders in Mecca who feared losing status if people believed the Prophet). In essence, the
Qur’an is asking:  Are you really going to reject these divine words and persist in cynical disbelief as
your way of life? Such an attitude is exposed as both foolish and morally blameworthy. After swearing by
cosmic wonders and highlighting the Qur’an’s exalted origin,  verses 81–82 put the burden back on the
skeptics: the problem lies not in the lack of evidence, but in their obstinate attitude. 

Thus,  by  the  end  of  verse  81,  the  argument  comes  full  circle.  The  passage  began with  disbelievers
questioning resurrection; it ends by questioning the disbelievers – what will they do in face of overwhelming
signs and testimonies? The intended conclusion for the sincere listener is clear: affirm the truth and glory
of God (hence the section’s final exhortation in verse 74, and again in 56:96), rather than deny and regret
later. As the next verses (56:83–96, beyond our scope) go on to describe the moment of death and the
outcomes  for  believers  and  deniers,  the  Qur’an  clinches  its  case:  death  is  inevitable  and  the  afterlife
unescapable, so wise is the one who heeds the Reminder. 

Criticisms and Counterarguments

Belief  in  an afterlife,  especially  bodily  resurrection,  has  faced criticisms both ancient  and modern.  The
Qur’anic  argument  we’ve  outlined –  “He who created you first  can recreate you” –  is  compelling to
believers, but skeptics often raise objections. Below, we consider some common criticisms and how they
can be answered from scientific, philosophical, and theological perspectives:

Objection: “There is no empirical evidence of an afterlife; it is a fairy tale for people afraid of death.”
Modern  atheists  often  assert  that  heaven  and  resurrection  are  wishful  thinking,  born  of
psychological need. For example, physicist Stephen Hawking famously stated: “There is no heaven
or afterlife… that is a fairy story for people afraid of the dark.”  The finality of death, in this
view, is compared to a computer that irreversibly shuts down – human consciousness is just brain
activity that ceases, and no soul or afterlife exists.
Response: This criticism assumes that reality is limited to what our current scientific instruments can
observe,  dismissing anything beyond as  “fairy  tale.”  Yet  many truths  (even scientific  ones)  were
unseen or seemed impossible until evidence emerged. The Big Bang itself – the universe arising
from nothing – would have sounded like a “fairy tale” if  we hadn’t  found cosmic evidence for it.
Believers argue that the absence of physical evidence for the afterlife is expected; by definition,
the afterlife is beyond the physical realm we inhabit. Instead of direct evidence, we have rational
indications  (like  those  in  the  Qur’an)  and  indirect  signs.  The  Qur’an’s  approach  is  to  point  at
phenomena that  we  can verify  –  our  own origin,  nature’s  revival  processes  –  and use  them as
analogies  and  evidence  of  possibility .  Far  from  blind  faith,  the  Qur’an  invites  a  critical
inference: if life in this world is possible (indeed actual), then life in another world is not inherently
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impossible. Moreover, the claim that afterlife belief is driven solely by fear of death oversimplifies
human motivations. Yes, no one relishes annihilation, but the Qur’an counters that denial of afterlife
can stem from a different fear – a fear of accountability or loss of moral freedom. It is noteworthy
that Hawking’s quip about people fearing the dark was turned on its head by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks,
who replied that atheism could be a fairy tale for those afraid of the light (afraid of a moral universe)

. Psychological motives cut both ways; they do not negate the truth or falsehood of a claim. The
believer  maintains  that  the  best  explanation for  the  profound  order  and  moral  reality  of  our
universe is an Intelligent Creator who would not render life ultimately meaningless . Thus, hope
in an afterlife is not a baseless delusion, but rests on the coherence of an entire worldview. 

Objection: “Resurrection of a decayed body violates science – once the body’s elements disband, how can
the same person live again? It’s like reassembling a long-burnt candle.” This is a classical doubt: people
point to corpses turning to dust, molecules returning to earth, perhaps even being absorbed into
other living things. Short of supernatural magic, they argue, you cannot recombine the exact parts
to recreate the same individual. In fact, some philosophers claimed if God did reassemble someone’s
dispersed atoms, it would only be a duplicate, not the original person (raising an identity paradox).
Response: The Qur’an anticipated this objection, as shown in the verses we discussed and others:
“Who can give life back to bones after they have crumbled to dust?” (36:78). Its answer: “He who created
them in the first place will revive them – for He has full knowledge of every creation” (36:79) . The
appeal to God’s knowledge is key. From the standpoint of theism, recreating a person is not like
an blind watchmaker scrambling to find parts; it is more akin to an author rewriting a story with
full command of every word. If God knows every atom and quantum of information that made you
“you,” then  restoring you is entirely within His power . Modern physics does not actually forbid
reassembling matter – the law of conservation of energy/matter means the substance of our bodies
still exists in some form. While no natural process gathers those particles back, an Omnipotent will
is not constrained as nature is. The Maqkkan disbelievers visualized resurrection as dragging old
bones out  of  graves;  the Qur’an shifts  the paradigm: it  is  more like  a new creation using the
pattern of the old . Today, we might use analogies like a computer backup: if a computer dies,
a superior engineer with a backup can set up the software on new hardware, yielding effectively the
same functioning “entity” again. God, in this analogy, has saved our “data” (souls/identities) and can
instantiate them in new forms (56:61) . Additionally, the Qur’an argues that  reassembling the
human body is actually a lesser task than the original assembly! It asks in Surah 75: “Cannot the
One who made all your bones and flesh the first time gather them again? Indeed He can, all the way
to your fingertips” . And as we noted, our fingerprints – a symbol of our unique identity – are
explicitly mentioned, implying an exact restoration . To the philosophical worry “is it really the
same person?”,  Islamic thought answers  yes,  because the soul (the underlying personal identity)
persists by God’s keeping. The body is like new clothes for the same soul (as hinted in Qur’an 21:104).
Even in life,  our body’s  cells  replace over time,  yet  we consider ourselves the same individual  –
continuity of identity is not about retaining the identical molecules, but about the  continuity of
consciousness/self, which God preserves. In short, the “duplicate” argument misunderstands the
role of an All-Knowing Creator: God does not need to approximate or clone; He recreates precisely, as
promised . 

Objection: “Belief in life after death is primitive superstition, now challenged by modern science. Human
consciousness, memories, personality – all seem tied to the brain. When the brain dies, the person ceases.
There  is  no  room  for  ‘souls’  or  supernatural  afterlives  in  a  scientific  worldview.” Critics  argue  that
neuroscience shows mind and brain  are  inseparable;  hence no brain,  no mind.  They  also  claim
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morality and purpose can be grounded without needing an afterlife (though imperfectly), rendering
heaven and hell unnecessary concepts.
Response: It is true that science has mapped many correlations between brain activity and mental
states. However, correlation is not full explanation. Science can show how the brain functions, but
the  origin of consciousness itself – the fact that we have subjective experience – remains a deep
mystery. There is growing philosophical acknowledgement (the “hard problem” of consciousness)
that reductionist models fall short of explaining qualia or the mind’s self-awareness. Some scientists
even hypothesize about consciousness being a fundamental aspect of the universe or capable of
existence independent of matter (e.g.  in simulations or quantum states) .  In this context,  the
Qur’anic concept of a soul (rūḥ) can be seen as an assertion that human identity is more than the
sum of neurons – something given by God and capable of surviving bodily death. The truth of this
claim  is  not  within  the  scope  of  a  lab  experiment,  but  neither  is  it  disproven  by  one.  It  is  a
metaphysical proposition that either one accepts on philosophical and spiritual grounds or rejects by
assuming materialism.  The Qur’an offers rational  and ethical  grounds to accept  it.  For  one,  the
universality of moral intuition and the deep-seated human yearning for ultimate justice align with
the idea of a soul accountable beyond physical life. If our sense of right and wrong is more than a
quirk of evolution, it  hints at a moral order with consequences beyond this life. Additionally,  the
Qur’an  encourages  us  to  view  “life,  the  universe,  and  everything”  as  coherent  under  one
purposeful  Lord .  Modern  science  shows  fine-tuning  in  cosmic  constants,  intricate
complexity in biology, and rational order in physical laws. It would be strange if human life – replete
with  rationality,  morality,  and longing for  meaning –  were a  meaningless  anomaly.  The afterlife
doctrine completes a coherent picture: a just, purposeful Deity did not create sentient beings in vain,
but with a view to a greater reality where all accounts are settled. Finally, while secular frameworks
can encourage morality to an extent, the absence of ultimate accountability often leads to moral
relativism or the problem of “getting away with injustice.” The afterlife provides a powerful ethical
guardrail: even if one evades justice here,  justice will be served in the hereafter. This belief has
motivated countless individuals toward charity, honesty, and perseverance in good against evil. In
sum, rather than being an outdated superstition, the concept of an afterlife remains philosophically
defensible and morally advantageous, even in an age of science. It  transcends what science can
adjudicate, resting instead on metaphysical reasoning, personal experiences (spiritual insights),
and  trust  in  divine  revelation.  Notably,  many  scientists  themselves  are  believers  in  God  and
afterlife – their scientific work coexists with, and even deepens, their awe of a reality beyond the
material (as the conclusion of our discussion will highlight) . 

In responding to these and other criticisms, Muslim scholars often turn the critique around: the Qur’an’s
invitation to ponder creation is, in itself, a challenge to atheism. Can pure materialism truly account for
existence? If the order and origination of life require an explanation (which science keeps pushing back to
questions like “why is there something rather than nothing?”), then a Creator and an afterlife are part of
a satisfying answer. The doubter is asked to at least suspend bias and consider that belief in an afterlife
is not against reason, but extends beyond the limits of empirical science into the realm of logical
possibility and moral truth . When seen in that light, the Qur’anic argument from the first creation
isn’t a one-time polemic – it is an enduring invitation to all humanity to use intellect and intuition together
in the search for our destiny.
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Thematic Epilogue: Resurrection in Quranic Perspective

The reasoning showcased in Qur’an 56:47–81 – that the One who created life initially can bring it forth
again – is not an isolated instance. It is a recurring theme throughout the Qur’an, forming the backbone
of  its  teachings  on  the  Hereafter .  In  fact,  this  passage  of  Sūrat  Al-Wāqi‘ah  is  one  of  the  most
comprehensive  treatments,  but  the  same logical  argument  and natural  analogies  appear  in  numerous
verses, underlining their importance. A few examples illustrate this consistent Quranic perspective: 

“Who will revive us when we are dust and bones?” ask the disbelievers in Surah 17:49–52 and
36:78. The response given is: “He who created you the first time will restore you”, adding that for
God it is as easy as calling someone by name . 
Surah 22:5–7 appeals to embryology and botany: it details human creation from dust to embryo to
old age, and the reviving of barren earth with rain, and then states “This is because Allah is the
Truth… He gives life to the dead… and the Hour is coming, no doubt about it” . The 
logical connective “that is because” links the observations of development and rainfall directly to
the conclusion of resurrection . It’s a Quranic example of using scientific facts (the stages of
gestation, the water cycle) to fortify faith in the unseen. 
Surah 36:77–83 (the end of Yā Sīn, often called “the heart of the Qur’an”) closely parallels our
passage. It even uses some of the same words: “Does man not see We created him from a drop?”
and the skeptic’s quote about “who shall revive the bones”, followed by “Say: He who brought
them forth the first time will revive them” . It also features the green tree yielding fire, and
concludes, “When He intends a thing, He only says ‘Be!’ and it is.” The section ends, “So glory be
to Him in whose hand is the dominion of all things, and to Him you will be returned.” This not
only affirms resurrection, but the ease with which God will accomplish it – by His mere command

. 
Surah 75:3–4, as mentioned, challenges the denier: “Does man think We cannot assemble his
bones? Yes, indeed, We are even able to fashion his fingertips.” This verse adds a fascinating
dimension: resurrection is not approximate or partial, but complete down to each person’s unique identity

. The use of a tangible detail (fingertips) engages the imagination and, in hindsight,
resonates with modern biometric knowledge – highlighting that no detail escapes God. 
Surah 50:15 (already cited) succinctly asks, “Did We fail in the first creation? Yet they doubt a new
creation.” And 50:9–11 (also referenced earlier) draws the parallel of reviving dead land to affirm
resurrection. Surah 46:33 similarly says: “Did they not see that God who created the heavens and earth
and did not tire in creating them is able to give life to the dead? Yes, indeed, He is over all things powerful.”
In these verses, the Qur’an uses the scale of cosmic creation as a proof: the universe’s existence
suggests that resurrecting mankind is simple by comparison. 

Collectively, these verses form a tapestry of argument that appeals to all levels of understanding. They use
logical reasoning (the first creation vs. new creation analogy), observable phenomena (birth, growth, rain
cycles),  and  conceptual  leaps (a  Creator  who holds  all  knowledge and power)  to  make  the  case  that
resurrection is not only possible but inevitable.  As the thematic commentary in one analysis notes,  the
Qur’an’s method is to anchor beliefs in  “signs accessible to all people” – relating the  unseen future event
(resurrection) to observable present and past events so that  the mind can grasp what is  otherwise
beyond direct experience . 

From  a  theological  perspective,  the  afterlife  is  also  tied  to  divine  justice  and  purpose.  The  Qur’an
frequently emphasizes that God creating life and death is “to test you, and then you will be returned to Him”
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(e.g. 67:2). Thus, resurrection is not an arbitrary display of power; it is the fulfillment of the moral narrative
of the universe. The imagery of Qur’an 56:47–81 – people split into different ends (right hand, left hand,
foremost)  –  underscores that  life’s  choices have eternal  consequences,  which only  make sense if  an
afterlife exists.  Classical  scholars like al-Ṭabarī  and al-Qurṭubī,  when commenting on such verses,  often
recount sayings of the Prophet Muhammad or early Muslims to reinforce the seriousness of the Hereafter,
urging ethical  living in light of it.  Modern scholars,  on the other hand, sometimes highlight how these
teachings can fortify faith in an age of science and skepticism. Dr. Zia H. Shah, for instance, points out
that the Quranic argument harmonizes with reason and even what we know of science: “the God who gave
us life in the first place can revive life from death, just as He brings forth wonders in every corner of creation”

. Rather than seeing a conflict between science and belief, he suggests that scientific insight adds new
layers of awe to these ancient verses . The microscopic origin of a human, the “energy hidden in green
trees,” the mind-boggling expanse of the cosmos, the uniqueness of fingerprints –  today we appreciate
these far more than the first audience could, and thus we have even more reason to exclaim “Glory be to
God!” in understanding His promise to resurrect us . 

In conclusion, Qur’an 56:47–81 exemplifies how the Islamic revelation integrates empirical signs, rational
argument,  and spiritual doctrine into one compelling discourse .  Classical  commentators were
impressed by how so few verses dismantled doubt and built conviction . We saw how they dissected the
language (even an idle boast about bones becomes, in their hands, an object lesson in God’s power), and
how they brought in everything from grammar to Greek philosophy to illuminate the text . We also
saw how later thinkers like al-Ghazālī and modern scholars alike found in these verses a meeting point of
faith and reason – addressing identity, possibility, and the marvels of creation in one sweep . For
the believing scientist or philosopher, this passage (and others like it) invites reflection on what we know: a
drop of fluid can contain a soul; a seed can become a garden; water can revive a desert; the laws of physics
came from a singularity we scarcely comprehend. Is it any more incredible that life after death awaits us?
The Qur’an’s  answer is  a  resounding  no:  not  only  is  it  credible,  it  is  part  of  the beautiful  symmetry of
existence – “From Him we came, by His power we live, and to Him we shall return.”  Each human life is a
microcosm, and the afterlife is the completion of its story. Recognizing this brings what one scholar called
“ākhirah-consciousness” – an awareness of the life to come that inspires  gratitude, humility, and moral
responsibility in this life .  In an era of scientific advancement and philosophical skepticism, the
heart of the Qur’an’s message continues to beat, speaking to both intellect and soul: “Glory be to the One in
whose hand is the dominion of all things – and to Him you will be returned.”

Sources: This  commentary integrated insights from classical  exegesis  (Tafsīr  al-Ṭabarī,  Tafsīr  Ibn Kathīr,
Rāzī’s Mafātīḥ al-Ghayb, Qurṭubī’s Jāmi‘ al-Aḥkām, etc.), as well as contemporary analyses . It also drew
upon Zia H. Shah’s work on Quran and science , and cross-referenced relevant Quranic verses across
different chapters to illustrate the unified theme of  First Creation as proof for Afterlife .  These
collectively show the enduring relevance of Qur’an 56:47–81, as it engages both ancient skepticism and
modern questions with profound, timeless wisdom. 

Commentary on Qur’an
36:77–83: Scientific, Philosophical, and Theological Perspectives
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-
theological-perspectives-1.pdf

5

83

71

71 5

82 84

84

85 86

86 87

69 70

88 89

90 91

92 85

74 93

73 94

1 2 3 4 5 15 17 18 20 21 24 25 27 28 29 30 31 32 47 48 61 62 64 65 66 67 69 70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94

10

https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=awe,drop%20of%20fluid%2C%20a%20single
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=person%E2%80%99s%20fingerprints%20%E2%80%93%20today%20we,It%20also%20links%20the%20past
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Modern%20perspectives%2C%20informed%20by%20science%2C,from%20death%2C%20just%20as%20He
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Modern%20perspectives%2C%20informed%20by%20science%2C,from%20death%2C%20just%20as%20He
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=awe,drop%20of%20fluid%2C%20a%20single
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Conclusion%20In%20Qur%E2%80%99an%2036%3A77%E2%80%9383%2C%20we,R%C4%81z%C4%AB%20unpacked%20these%20verses
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=weaving%20scientific%20insight%2C%20philosophical%20reasoning%2C,mulk
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=weaving%20scientific%20insight%2C%20philosophical%20reasoning%2C,mulk
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Classical%20scholars%20were%20deeply%20impressed,rooted%20in%20their%20intellectual
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=in%20their%20intellectual%20traditions,universe%2C%20the%20uniqueness%20of%20each
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=in%20their%20intellectual%20traditions,universe%2C%20the%20uniqueness%20of%20each
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=traditions,Each%20of%20these
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Ultimately%2C%20the%20passage%20connects%20the,A%20Muslim%20theologian
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=scientist%2C%20or%20philosopher%20reading%20these,age%20of%20scientific%20advancement%20and
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=reading%20these%20verses%20is%20invited,of%20scientific%20advancement%20and%20philosophical
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=world,is%20%E2%80%9Cthe%20heart%20of%20the
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=inspires%20gratitude%2C%20humility%2C%20and%20moral,of%20scientific%20advancement%20and%20philosophical
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=responsibility%20.%20As%20Imam%20al,88%2089%2090%2091%2092
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=seen%20how%20early%20authorities%20like,mulk
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Classical%20scholars%20were%20deeply%20impressed,rooted%20in%20their%20intellectual
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=The%20argument%20presented%20in%20Qur%E2%80%99an,the%20themes%20of%20our%20passage
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Y%C4%81%20S%C4%ABn%20%E2%80%93%20Arguing%20from,references%20%2817%3A49%E2%80%9352%2C%2022%3A5%E2%80%937%2C%2056%3A57%E2%80%9362%2C%2075%3A3%E2%80%934
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Thematic%20Epilogue%3A%20First%20Creation%20as,it%20again%20%E2%80%93%20is%20a
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Surah%20Al,This
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Classical%20commentators%20like%20al,observable%20phenomena%20%E2%80%93%20human%20embryonic
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=S%C4%ABn%2036%3A77%20and%2081,bring%20you%20back%20again%3F%E2%80%9D
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=dismantles%20the%20assumption%20that%20resurrection,in%20a%20declaration%20of%20God%E2%80%99s
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=the%20same%20elements%3A%20God%E2%80%99s%20role,the%20new%20conditions%20of%20existence
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=awe,drop%20of%20fluid%2C%20a%20single
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=us%20receptive%2C%20not%20skeptical%2C%20to,bring%20you%20back%20again%3F%E2%80%9D
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Surah%20Al,Qur%E2%80%99%C4%81n%20commentary%20notes%2C%20fingertips
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=implies%20God%E2%80%99s%20complete%20dominion%20over,This%20same%20afortiori%20logic
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=biological%20origin%20,who
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=thus%20sets%20a%20tone%20of,negligible%20genesis%2C%20it%20should%20instill
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=and%20that%20nothing%20prevents%20Him,we%20already%20know%20the%20%E2%80%9Cfirst
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=intrigued%20classical%20commentators%20%E2%80%93%20some,know%20the%20%E2%80%9Cfirst%20genesis%2C%E2%80%9D%20implying
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Qur%E2%80%99an%2056%3A62%20reminds%20the%20skeptics%2C,is%20evidence%20of%20God%E2%80%99s%20ability
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=kha%E1%B9%A3%C4%ABm%20mub%C4%ABn,all%20the%20genetic%20information%20to
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=asserts%20God%E2%80%99s%20creative%20freedom,you%20doubt%20that%20We%20can
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=khalq%29.%E2%80%9D%20Classical%20commentators%20like%20al,Nothing%20of%20a
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=the%20smallest%20and%20most%20intricate,The%20classical%20exegete%20Al
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Jal%C4%81layn%20explains%2075%3A4%20as%3A%20%E2%80%9CWe,afortiori%20logic%20permeates%20the%20Qur%E2%80%99anic
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Other%20passages%20also%20tie%20creation,The%20analogy%20of
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=first%20creation%20is%20not%20only,signs%20accessible%20to%20all%20people
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=have%20already%20known%20the%20first,as%20%E2%80%9Cbringing%20you%20back%20in
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Other%20passages%20also%20tie%20creation,also%20serves%20to%20engage%20the
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=together%2C%20these%20verses%20form%20a,signs%20accessible%20to%20all%20people
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=36%3A79%20%E2%80%93%20Divine%20Answer%3A%20First,verse%2C%20God%20Himself%20provides%20the
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=have%20already%20known%20the%20first,but%20God%20forms%20the%20baby
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Jal%C4%81layn%20explains%2075%3A4%20as%3A%20%E2%80%9CWe,This%20same%20afortiori%20logic
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Ultimately%2C%20the%20passage%20connects%20the,A%20Muslim%20theologian
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=scientist%2C%20or%20philosopher%20reading%20these,age%20of%20scientific%20advancement%20and
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Modern%20perspectives%2C%20informed%20by%20science%2C,from%20death%2C%20just%20as%20He
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=acknowledge%20that%20we%20will%20indeed,the%20Qur%E2%80%99an%E2%80%9D%20because%20it%20awakens
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Thematic%20Epilogue%3A%20First%20Creation%20as,it%20again%20%E2%80%93%20is%20a
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=The%20argument%20presented%20in%20Qur%E2%80%99an,the%20themes%20of%20our%20passage
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=recurring%20theme%20throughout%20the%20Qur%E2%80%99anic,dust%2C%20shall%20we%20really%20be
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=first%20time%20will%20restore%20you%E2%80%99%E2%80%9D,detail%20that%20when%20resurrection%20happens
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=will%20realize%20how%20short%20their,of%20flesh%20%E2%80%93%20formed%20and
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Surah%20Al,but%20when%20We%20send%20down
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=water%2C%20it%20stirs%20and%20swells,demonstrate%20God%E2%80%99s%20power%20to%20bring
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=The%20logical%20connective%20%E2%80%9Cthat%20is,inclusion%20of%20%E2%80%9Cdust%E2%80%9D%20as%20our
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Close%20Reading%20and%20Classical%20Exegesis,fertilized%20drop%20%E2%80%93%20something%20%E2%80%9Cdespised%E2%80%9D
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Conclusion%20In%20Qur%E2%80%99an%2036%3A77%E2%80%9383%2C%20we,R%C4%81z%C4%AB%20unpacked%20these%20verses
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=person%E2%80%99s%20fingerprints%20%E2%80%93%20today%20we,It%20also%20links%20the%20past
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=weaving%20scientific%20insight%2C%20philosophical%20reasoning%2C,mulk
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Classical%20scholars%20were%20deeply%20impressed,rooted%20in%20their%20intellectual
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=in%20their%20intellectual%20traditions,universe%2C%20the%20uniqueness%20of%20each
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=traditions,Each%20of%20these
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=reading%20these%20verses%20is%20invited,of%20scientific%20advancement%20and%20philosophical
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=world,is%20%E2%80%9Cthe%20heart%20of%20the
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=inspires%20gratitude%2C%20humility%2C%20and%20moral,of%20scientific%20advancement%20and%20philosophical
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=responsibility%20.%20As%20Imam%20al,88%2089%2090%2091%2092
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=seen%20how%20early%20authorities%20like,mulk
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Y%C4%81%20S%C4%ABn%20%E2%80%93%20Arguing%20from,references%20%2817%3A49%E2%80%9352%2C%2022%3A5%E2%80%937%2C%2056%3A57%E2%80%9362%2C%2075%3A3%E2%80%934
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf#:~:text=Surah%20Al,This
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf
https://thequran.love/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/commentary-on-quran-36_77e2809383_-scientific-philosophical-and-theological-perspectives-1.pdf


Surah Al Waqi’ah (The Event or the Resurrection) – The Glorious Quran and
Science
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/

Surah Sajdah: Prostration: Defining Paradise and Hell
https://thequran.love/2017/12/22/surah-sajdah-prostration/

Stephen Hawking: 'There is no heaven; it's a fairy story' | Stephen Hawking | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2011/may/15/stephen-hawking-interview-there-is-no-heaven

Stephen Hawking: brain could exist outside body - The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2013/sep/21/stephen-hawking-brain-outside-body

6 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16 19 22 23 26 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

7

60 63

68

11

https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A47,we%20indeed%20be%20raised%20again
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=,37
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A49,ones%20and%20the%20later%20ones
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A52,of%20the%20tree%20of%20Zaqqum
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D9%81%D9%8E%D8%B4%D9%8E%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%90%D8%A8%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8E%20%D8%B9%D9%8E%D9%84%D9%8E%D9%8A%D9%92%D9%87%D9%90%20%D9%85%D9%90%D9%86%D9%8E%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%92%D8%AD%D9%8E%D9%85%D9%90%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%90
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A55,%E2%80%99
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A45,life%20of%20ease%20and%20plenty
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A57,you%20not%20accept%20the%20truth
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=In%20Surah%20Qaaf%2C%20Allah%20says%3A,%E2%80%9D%20%28Al%20Quran%2050%3A15
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A58,drop%20that%20you%20emit
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A60,and%20We%20cannot%20be%20frustrated
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A61,have%20not%20the%20slightest%20knowledge
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D8%B9%D9%8E%D9%84%D9%8E%D9%89%D9%B0%20%D8%A3%D9%8E%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%91%D9%8F%D8%A8%D9%8E%D8%AF%D9%90%D9%91%D9%84%D9%8E%20%D8%A3%D9%8E%D9%85%D9%92%D8%AB%D9%8E%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8E%D9%83%D9%8F%D9%85%D9%92%20%D9%88%D9%8E%D9%86%D9%8F%D9%86%D8%B4%D9%90%D8%A6%D9%8E%D9%83%D9%8F%D9%85%D9%92,%D9%81%D9%90%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%8E%D8%A7%20%D9%84%D9%8E%D8%A7%20%D8%AA%D9%8E%D8%B9%D9%92%D9%84%D9%8E%D9%85%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8E
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A63,you%20sow
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D8%A3%D9%8E%D8%A3%D9%8E%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8F%D9%85%D9%92%20%D8%AA%D9%8E%D8%B2%D9%92%D8%B1%D9%8E%D8%B9%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8E%D9%87%D9%8F%20%D8%A3%D9%8E%D9%85%D9%92%20%D9%86%D9%8E%D8%AD%D9%92%D9%86%D9%8F%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%91%D9%8E%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%90%D8%B9%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8E
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=Afterlife%20on%20several%20occasions%2C%20for,example%20in%20Surah%20Qaaf
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=,21
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=The%20Quran%20uses%20rain%20and,for%20example%20in%20Surah%20Qaaf
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A68,which%20you%20drink
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A69%20Is%20it%20you%20who,the%20clouds%2C%20or%20do%20We
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=,the%20gift%20of%20life%20itself
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=words%20in%20the%20following%20verses%C2%A0in,further%2C%20from%20the%20first%20creation
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A71,fire%20which%20you%20kindle
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A71,fire%20which%20you%20kindle
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=There%20is%20a%20lot%20that,then%2C%20are%20you%20not%20grateful%3F%E2%80%9D
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=,He%20intends%20a%20thing%2C%20is
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A73,a%20provision%20for%20the%20wayfarers
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A75,the%20falling%20of%20the%20stars
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A76,knew%2C%20is%20a%20strong%20proof
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D9%81%D9%8E%D9%84%D9%8E%D8%A7%20%D8%A3%D9%8F%D9%82%D9%92%D8%B3%D9%90%D9%85%D9%8F%20%D8%A8%D9%90%D9%85%D9%8E%D9%88%D9%8E%D8%A7%D9%82%D9%90%D8%B9%D9%90%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%91%D9%8F%D8%AC%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%85%D9%90
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A77,noble%20Qur%E2%80%99an
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=56%3A80,the%20Lord%20of%20the%20worlds
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=Verses%2075,nature%20of%20death%20and%20Afterlife
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D9%81%D9%90%D9%8A%20%D9%83%D9%90%D8%AA%D9%8E%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8D%20%D9%85%D9%91%D9%8E%D9%83%D9%92%D9%86%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8D
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=commentary%20of%2015%3A9
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=Often%20the%20verse%2C%20%E2%80%9CInto%20the,%E2%80%9D%20%2817%3A82
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=But%2C%20we%20believe%20that%20this,domain%20of%20religion%20and%20science
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/#:~:text=%D9%84%D9%91%D9%8E%D8%A7%20%D9%8A%D9%8E%D9%85%D9%8E%D8%B3%D9%91%D9%8F%D9%87%D9%8F%20%D8%A5%D9%90%D9%84%D9%91%D9%8E%D8%A7%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%92%D9%85%D9%8F%D8%B7%D9%8E%D9%87%D9%91%D9%8E%D8%B1%D9%8F%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8E
https://thequran.love/2017/07/12/surah-waqiah-resurrection/
https://thequran.love/2017/12/22/surah-sajdah-prostration/#:~:text=When%20we%20are%20dead%20and,17%2C%2053%3B%2050%3A3%3B%2079%3A
https://thequran.love/2017/12/22/surah-sajdah-prostration/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2011/may/15/stephen-hawking-interview-there-is-no-heaven#:~:text=,he%20added
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2011/may/15/stephen-hawking-interview-there-is-no-heaven#:~:text=story%20for%20people%20afraid%20of,he%20added
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2011/may/15/stephen-hawking-interview-there-is-no-heaven
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2013/sep/21/stephen-hawking-brain-outside-body#:~:text=Guardian%20www,afterlife%20is%20a%20fairy%20tale
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2013/sep/21/stephen-hawking-brain-outside-body

	Qur’an 56:47–81 – First Creation as Proof of Afterlife
	Abstract
	Skeptics’ Objection and Divine Response (56:47–56)
	The First Creation as Proof of Resurrection (56:57–62)
	Analogies from Nature: Seeds, Water, and Fire (56:63–74)
	Divine Oath and the Qur’an’s Testimony (56:75–81)
	Criticisms and Counterarguments
	Thematic Epilogue: Resurrection in Quranic Perspective




